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�is insightful Handbook scrutinizes alternative concepts

and approaches to the dominant economic or industrial

theories of innovation. Providing an assessment of these

alternatives, it questions the absence of these neglected

types of innovation and suggests diverse theories.

‘�is Handbook truly deserves its designation as such. It

provides a comprehensive and multi-faceted overview of

di�erent conceptual meanings, theories, usages and

interpretations of “innovation”. Far beyond the most

familiar association with technology and industry, the reader is introduced to “social”,

“responsible”, “sustainable”, “disruptive” and other variations of innovation, their respective

rationales, theoretical underpinnings, philosophical and policy implications. �is collection of

contributions by well-respected authors is a fascinating and unique attempt to capture the

many paths covered by “innovation” as a traveling concept.’ 

– Peter Weingart, Bielefeld University, Germany
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